Construction Site BMPs 

Frequently Asked Questions

FAQs  Frequently Asked Questions:

1) Q:
This fact sheet seems to omit many of the issues and topics related to construction site BMPs.  Are these summarized anywhere?

A:
The attached Corporate Activity Cycle lists and briefly describes much of the associated efforts and information.

2) Q:
Since our Office Engineer will not allow us to use quantity tables without showing the BMPs on the plans, how can we comply?  

A:
The Richard Land memo, like the Brent Felker memo before it, sets the policy that allows construction site BMPs to be sufficiently described in quantity tables.  Plan sheets indicating BMP deployment are not required.

3) Q:
Our District prefers to show some on the BMPs on the plans.  Why are we now required to just provide quantity tables?

A:
Quantity tables for construction site BMPs are the minimum level required.  If Design, Construction, District NPDES, and Environmental concur that a greater level of effort is required, then some BMPs may be delineated on the plans.  The same is true for preparing a Storm Water Information Handout or a Conceptual Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (CSWPPP).

4) Q:
We don’t want to prepare the Contractor’s SWPPP or write Conceptual SWPPPs.  Isn’t this what we’ll be doing if we estimate BMP quantities?

A:
No.  The Contractor is still responsible for preparing their own SWPPP.  Water Pollution Control Drawings, even if they are prepared by Caltrans, are not considered a Conceptual SWPPP as they would be but a small part of the complete SWPPP.  Please refer to the SWPPP template on the Construction webpage to see that there are 112 pages before even getting to the drawings in Attachment B.

5) Q:
The Contractors don’t want quantities because they want the flexibility to select their own BMPs based upon how they decide to build the project.  Hasn’t anybody told you this?

A:
The Contractors, through the Association of General Contractor (AGC), and a few individually have stated a preference for separate bid line items for BMPs.  A reasonable estimate for the quantities of the various BMPs anticipated to build the job will allow the Contractors to prepare competitive bids.  

6) Q:
By providing BMP quantities aren’t we (Caltrans) accepting liability under the NPDES Permit if something goes wrong with the Contractor’s SWPPP?

A:
The additional liability is insignificant compared to liability we accept when the RE approves the Contractor’s SWPPP.  These SWPPP approvals are required under the SWMP and reported to the RWQCBs annually.

7) Q:
Will the lump sum item for water pollution control continue to be used?

A:
Item 074020 Water Pollution Control will be discontinued.  It will be superceded by 074016 “Construction Site Management” and the various other separate line item BMPs.

8) Q:
What do we do if our project needs a BMP and a corresponding SSP and detail do not exist?

A:
Designers are encouraged to existing SSPs for separate bid items.  On occasion, existing SSPs may need to be revised or new specifications developed to satisfy project specific requirements for BMPs.  The process outlined in the RTL Guide shall be used for the development and HQ sponsor concurrence of non-standard special provisions.

9) Q:
Not all projects are identical.  Some are complex or pose a high risk to water quality and these might require a greater emphasis on construction site BMPs then provided by the BMP Quantity tables.  How do we know when to go beyond the minimum?
A:
Communication between Design, Construction, and associated units such as NPDES or Environmental Engineering should indicate when going beyond the minimums is justified.  This often becomes apparent during preparation of the Environmental Document.  Other indicators could be if the District is operating under a consent decree for an action of civil liability (ACL) or other lawsuit, or if there is local NPDES permit.  Also consider if the project is adjacent to an Area of Biologic Significance (ASBS), listed water body, drinking water reservoir, etc.

10) Q:
If we determine that a greater emphasis on construction site BMPs is justified.  What might we consider doing in addition to the quantity table minimum for PS&E?

A:
For projects that are either complex or pose a high risk to water quality, appropriate construction site BMPs shall be delineated on the plan sheets in addition to being shown on summary of quantities sheet.  Additional measures may be required for exceptional projects including creation of Water Pollution Control (WPC) plans sheets, preparation of a storm water handout, or development of a Conceptual Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (CSWPPP).
